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THE  SCADDINGS,  A  PIONEER  FAMILY  IN  YORK 


By  T.  A.  Reed 

The  name  of  Scadding  is  one  that  should  live  for  all  time  in  the 
history  of  Toronto.^  In  these  modern  days  we  are  prone  to  forget  those 
who  went  before,  to  whose  vision,  foresight  and  courage  we  owe  the 
foundations  which  were  so  well  and  truly  laid. 

In  1791  Lieut.-Colonel  John  Graves  Simcoe  was  appointed  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  the  newly-formed  Province  of  Upper  Canada.  He  was  a 
Devonshire  man  by  adoption  who,  after  faithfully  serving  his  King  and 
Country  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  had  retired  to  live  the  life  of  an 
English  gentleman  in  Wolford.^  His  health  had  been  badly  shattered 
during  the  war  by  experiences  and  privations  from  which  he  never  entirely 
recovered.  Nevertheless  the  motto  of  his  coat-of-arms  —  non  sibi  sed 
patriae  —  "not  for  himself  but  for  his  country"  seems  to  have  been  his 
guide  through  life  and  he  took  up  again  the  task  of  serving  his  King  to 
the  best  of  his  ability. 

In  the  parish  of  Dunkeswell  lived  John  and  Thomas  Scadding, 
brothers.  They  and  their  forbears  had  been  natives  of  the  neighbouring 
parish  of  Luppit  in  the  same  County,  (about  three  miles  from  Wolford) 
where  they  had  owned  a  property  named  Windsor.  John  Scadding 
managed  for  Colonel  Simcoe  the  farm  at  Wolford  and  became  his  close 
friend  and  confidant.  He  accompanied  the  Governor  to  Canada  (one 
account  says  he  followed  him  there  the  following  year)  arriving  at 
Niagara  late  in  1792.3 

lArthur  Humphrey,  History  of  Wellington  (Somerset,  1889),  in  Toronto  Public 
Library,  quoting  names  gives  "Scadding",  as  a  farm  name  ;  "Nich.  Scaddynge" 
in  the  Subsidy  Rolls  and,  among  others,  the  name  of  Scadding  on  a  monument 
in  the  Church  of  St.  John  Baptist,  Wellington,  Somerset. 

2He  was  born  in  Northamptonshire  1752.  Gazetted  Ensign  35th  Foot  1770,  Captain 
40th  Foot  1775,  Major  and  in  command  of  the  Queen's  Rangers  1777,  at  surrender 
of  Yorktown  1781,  returned  to  England  1781,  married  1782,  lived  in  Exeter 
until  Wolford  in  the  parish  of  Dunkeswell,  Devon,  purchased  in  1784,  was  ready 
for  occupation  in  1788. 

3July  14,  1792  (Kingston)  "Mr.  Scadding  caught  a  beautiful  grass  snake  which  was 
harmless."  Letter,  Navy  Hall,  Niagara,  Feb.  1793.  "Mr.  Scadding  seems  very 
well  satisfied  with  his  sixty  pounds  a  year  as  clerk  ...  he  looks  as  rosy  as  ever 
though  he  lives  so  much  more  sedentary  a  life."  John  Ross  Robertson  (ed.). 
The  Diary  of  Mrs.  Simcoe  (Toronto,  1911),  119,  149.  Hereafter  cited  as  Mrs. 
Simcoe,  Diary. 

"There  were  also  among  them  [i.e.  applicants  for  land]  Richard  Hatt,  John 
Scadding  and  Wm.  Willcocks,  recent  immigrants  from  Great  Britain,  who  were 
well  educated  and  possessed  of  some  means."  E.  A.  Cruickshank  (ed.).  The 
Correspondence  of  Lieut. -Governor  John  Graves  Simcoe  (5  vols.,  Toronto, 
1923-31),  V.  192. 

His  Excellency  Lieut.-Governor  Simcoe's  orders  re  Whitby  Township,  9  July 
1796.  "Mr.  Wilcox  [i.e.  Wm.  Willcocksl  his  lots  first,  then  two  front  lots  in 
Whitby  for  Mr.  Scadding."  Russell  to  Simcoe,  15  Oct.  1798.  "I  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  your  signature  an  two  warrants  for  Major  Littlehales's  and 
Mr.  Scadding's  salaries  to  which  I  have  paid  due  honour."  E.  A.  Cruickshank 
and  A.  F.  Hunter  (eds.),  The  Correspondence  of  the  Honourable  Peter  Russell 
(3  vols.,  Toronto,  1932-6),  1,  9,  11,  281. 


8 


ONTARIO  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


On  the  subsequent  removal  to  York  (Toronto)  in  the  Spring  or  early 
summer  of  1793  John  Scadding  received  a  Crown  Grant  of  253  acres  on 
the  east  bank  of  the  Don  River  designated  as  Lot  15  in  the  1st  Concession 
and  broken  front  (i.e.  south  of  the  Kingston  Rd.)  in  the  Tov^nship  of 
York.  The  property  was  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  Don  River  and  on 
the  north  by  the  present  Danforth  Avenue,  on  the  east  by  Mill  Street 
(now  Broadview  Ave.)  and  on  the  south  by  the  Bay.^  "On  the  southern 


part  in  1794  he  built  a  farm  house  and  a  large  barn  with  a  view  to  making 
here  a  homestead  for  a  future  family,  but  troublous  times,  rumours  of 
wars,  and  wars  actual,  prevented  him  from  carrying  out  his  plan."^  "At 
the  east  end  of  the  bridge  over  the  River  (Don)  on  the  south  side  of  the 
road  a  lowly  edifice  of  hewn  logs  erected  before  the  close  of  the  last 
century  by  the  writer's  father  who  was  the  first  owner  and  occupant  of 

Sep.  1793.  Granted  Lot  15  Con.  1,  east  side  of  Don."  Department  of  Public 
Records  and  Archives  of  Ontario,  Eighteenth  Report,  1929  (Toronto,  1930),  155. 

Robertson's  Landmarks  of  Toronto  (Toronto,  1894),  I,  134,  says  "Scadding  obtained 
a  grant  of  lot  15  in  1796."   (Probably  the  date  of  the  Patent  from  the  Crown.) 

Henry  Scadding,  The  Log  Shantij  Book  Shelf  (Toronto,  1888). 
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the  land  on  both  sides  of  the  Kingston  road  at  this  point,"  ^  stood  until 
1879.'^  The  bridge  was  for  many  years  known  as  ''Scadding's  Bridge" 
and  so  appears  in  numerous  early  maps  and  documents.  ^ 

In  1796  the  Governor  applied  for  leave  of  absence  on  the  advice  of 
his  physicians  and  on  July  20th  the  family  took  leave  forever  of  Castle 
Frank  and  York  and  the  next  day  boarded  the  Onondaga  for  the  east. 
They  embarked  from  Quebec  on  the  10th  September  arriving  in  England 
on  13th  October.-^  John  Scadding  accompanied  him  and  immediately 
resumed  the  management  of  the  extensive  Wolford  estate.  He  was  a 
man  of  excellent  executive  ability  and  one  of  the  best  informed  agricul- 
turists in  England. 

The  General  (Simcoe)  and  Mr.  John  Scadding  used  to  be  out  so  early  in  the 
morning.  Mr.  Scadding  was  with  General  Simcoe  in  Canada  so  long  that  their  plans 
suited,  and  what  one  said  the  other  approved.  Mr.  Scadding  was  a  very  good,  kind 
person  and  much  liked  by  all  classes  of  people.  He  was  estate  manager  at  Wolford 
for  many  years.  John  and  Thomas  Scadding  married  two  sisters,  the  Misses  Triges. 
Mr.  John  Scadding's  wedding  was  very  grand.  I  remember  it  very  well.  General 
Simcoe's  carriage  took  them  from  Wolford  to  Dunkeswell  Church.  General  Simcoe 
was  brideman  and  gave  away  the  bride  and  a  grand  dinner  was  given  at  Wolford  to 
the  party.  Mr.  John  Scadding  took  Wolford  Farm  and  rented  it  for  many  years,  but 
was  still  manager  at  Wolford  until  1818. 

The  date  of  John  Scadding's  marriage  to  Melicent  Triges  is  uncertain. 
It  was  not  later  than  1806  for  General  Simcoe  died  26  Oct.  1806.  Their 
eldest  son,  John,  was  born  in  1807  (March  5). 

At  this  point  one  might  ask  what  manner  of  man  was  this  John 
Scadding  who  could  ''walk  with  kings  nor  lose  the  common  touch",  who 
could  be  the  confidant  of  his  beloved  chief  and  at  the  same  time  win  the 
devotion  of  John  Bailey,  the  faithful  servant  in  the  Simcoe  family  for 
thirty-seven  years.  Surprisingly  little  information  can  be  found  even  in 
his  son's  works.  In  the  whole  of  his  Toronto  of  Old,  a  work  of  576 
pages,  the  name  of  Scadding  is  never  once  mentioned.  It  is  a  character- 
istic of  the  venerable  Canon  that  all  his  works  avoid  self-praise  or 
publicity.  But  one  can  read  between  the  lines.  In  the  said  book,  his 
magnum  opus,  illustrative  of  the  early  settlement  and  social  life  of  the 
capital  of  Ontario,  speaking  of  those  ''that  used  to  gather  in  the  church 
of  York",  he  is  reminded  of  "a  good  and  watchful  father,  a  venerable 
form  harmonizing  perfectly  in  expression  and  costume  with  the  rest  of 
the  group."  11  In  his  Horace  Canadianizing,  referring  to  that  poet's 
"almost  done  to  death  by  the  blow  of  a  falling  tree"  he  said  it  made  a 
deep  impression  on  him  because  "the  accidental  falling  of  a  tree  deprived 

6Henry  Scadding,  Toronto  of  Old  (Toronto,  1873),  221. 

'''This  log  house  was  moved  to  thq  Exhibition  Grounds  and  rebuilt  in  August  1879  by 

the  York  Pioneers'  Society. 
^"Scadding's  Bridge  to  Scarborough"  Upper  Canada  Gazette,  March  9,  1799. 
9W.  R.  Riddell,  The  Life  of  John  Graves  Simcoe  (Toronto,  1926). 
iO"Tribute  by  Bailey",  Mrs.  Simcoe,  Diary,  427. 

Henry  Scadding,  Diary,  22  Dec.  1835,  "From  Exeter  walked  8  miles  to  Tedburn — 
reached  Hackfordy  Cross — called  on  Mrs.  Triggs — saw  Wm.  Triggs."  The  Diary 
is  now  in  the  Toronto  Public  Library.  Hereafter  it  is  cited  as  Diary. 
iiScadding,  Toronto  of  Old,  134. 
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myself  and  two  senior  brothers,  all  of  us  as  yet  immature  youths,  of  a 
father  whose  earnest  care  for  the  moral  and  mental  culture  of  his  sons 
resembled  that  of  Horace's  father  for  Horace  himself.  Hear  his  testimony 
— if  my  faults  are  moderate  ones,  if  my  life  is  pure  and  simple,  I  owe  it 
all  to  my  father.  To  this  day  these  words  do  not  fail  to  recall  in  one's 
own  mind  memories  of  a  conscientious  and  wise  parent."  12 

In  1833  Henry  Scadding,  the  youngest  son,  who  was  then  attending 
Cambridge,  visited  Wolford  during  his  vacation  after  an  absence  of 
nearly  twelve  years.  In  his  diary  there  are  these  brief  entries  "July  25, 
called  on  poor  Sir  J.  Kennaway^^  (then  almost  blind) — with  respect  to 


my  father  he  said  *I  can  say  that  he  was  an  honest  man,  and  that,  the 
poet  says,  is  the  noblest  work  of  God'  and,  later,  when  my  father  consulted 
his  master.  General  Simcoe,  on  desiring  to  enter  the  married  state,  the 
latter  replied,  *Yes,  marry,  Scadding  by  all  means,  your  kind  is  too  good 
to  be  lost'." 

i2Scadding,  "Horace  Canadianizing"  The  Log  Shanty  Book  Shelf  (Toronto,  1894). 

i3Sir  John  Kennaway  (1758-1836)  b.  Exeter.  Military  service  with  East  India  Com- 
pany. A.D.C.  to  Marquess  Cornwallis,  Gov.-Genl.  India  (1786-1793).  Baronet 
1791.  Returned  to  England  1794.  Bought  estate  at  Escot,  near  Honiton,  Devon, 
from  Sir  Geo.  Yonge,  Secretary  for  War,  for  whom  Gov.  Simcoe  named  Yonge 
Street,  Toronto. 
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But  to  return  to  our  story.  General  Simcoe  died,  as  we  have  seen  in 
1806,  but  John  Scadding  continued  in  the  management  of  Wolford  for 
several  years  and  during  that  period  his  three  sons  were  born,  viz.,  John, 
5  March,  1807,  Charles  in  1809  and  Henry,  the  youngest,  July  29,  1813. 
According  to  John  Bailey^^  it  was  in  April  1818  that  he  again  returned 
to  Canada  after  a  sale  of  all  the  stock  and  goods.  His  wife  and  the  little 
son  Henry  remained  at  Wolford,  presumably  with  Mrs.  Simcoe,  and  John 
and  Charles  were  sent  to  school  at  Sittingbourne,  Kent. 

In  1821  my  father  arrived  in  York  bringing  his  family  with  him.  He  had  been 
in  Canada  previously — once  in  1793  (returnmg  in  1796)  and  again  in  1817  or  1818 
and  on  both  occasions  had  made  improvements  in  his  Lot,  No.  15,  broken  front  (east 
side  of  Don).  During  this  last  visit  he  had  disposed  of  his  first  improvements,  his 
farm-house  and  barn,  along  with  a  few  acres  lying  immediately  around  them;  and 
with  the  proceeds  he  put  up  better  and  more  commodious  buildings  for  farming 
purposes,  a  short  distance  to  the  north  of  the  site  first  selected,  but  still  on  the 
original  lot  number  fiiteen. 

This  first  home  of  his  was  on  the  banks  of  the  Don  near  York  but  on 
the  east  side  of  the  river.  *'At  length  in  1821  he  brought  out  his  family 
and  housed  us  in  a  good  large  log-dwelling  which  he  had  put  up  on  one  of 
his  former  visits."  Apparently  when  Mr.  Scadding  returned  to  England 
with  Governor  Simcoe  he  left  his  property  in  charge  of  Capt.  George 
Playter,  a  Quaker,  who  had  received  a  Crown  Grant  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Don  but  north  of  the  Castle  Frank  property.  The  log-house  referred 
to  was  occupied  by  his  son  John  Playter  ''during  the  absence  of  its  owner 
and  builder  in  England  and  here  Mr.  Emmanuel  Playter,  his  eldest  son, 
was  born.''!'^ 

The  clearing  around  the  old  home,  the  site  of  the  present  gaol,  was 
then  hemmed  in  by  tall  pines.  Below  was  the  broad  valley  of  the  Don, 
through  which  that  river  made  its  way,  from  north  to  south  in  long 
reaches  and  bold  bends.  Here  were  gigantic  elms,  basswood  (the  linden), 
button  wood  (the  plane)  and  butternut  trees  and,  in  swamp  places,  hemlock, 
spruce  and  cedar  trees,  rugged  and  grey  with  age.  ''Of  lot  No.  15,  1st  Con- 
cession broken  front,  a  lot  of  200  acres,  more  or  less,  my  father  was  the  first 
reclaimer  from  a  state  of  nature.  There  being  but  one  bridge  over  the 
river  it  was  my  lot  for  a  series  of  years  to  perform  a  daily  tramp  from 
this  locality  by  a  very  circuitous  route  to  and  from  the  neighbouring 
town,  then  known  as  York,  to  attend  the  old  district  grammar  school, 
first  under  Dr.  Strachan,  then  of  Mr.  Armour  and  finally  of  Dr.  Phillips 
in  whose  time  the  school  became  absorbed  in  the  new  institution  of 
Upper  Canada  College."  Dr.  Scadding  relates  how  in  his  own  early 
days  the  surroundings  of  the  home  on  the  Don  gave  colour  in  the  boyish 
imagination  to  the  words  of  Horace  (which  all  boys  at  the  "Blue  School" 
had  then  to  study)  when  alluding  to  scenery  and  natural  phenomena. 
i^Mrs.  Simcoe,  Diary,  421. 

i^Dr.  Scadding's  Notes  and  Papers  (Toronto  Public  Library)  ;  Diary,  Sep.  11,  1836, 
"At  Devonport — the  Loudon  Inn — recognized  the  house  and  room  etc.  which  our 
family  occupied  when  going  out  to  Canada  in  1821,  fifteen  years  ago." 
Feb,  16,  1837,  "Walked  with  Miss  Charlotte  (Simcoe)  to  Dunkeswell— examined 
the  parish  register  and  found  my  name  and  that  of  John  and  Charles." 

i6Scadding,  Toronto  of  Old,  241,  287-8. 

^Ubid.,  221,  224. 

i^Scadding,  "Horace  Canadianizing"  The  Log  Shanty  Bookshelf,  (Toronto,  1894). 
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"How  vividly  realized  for  example  were  such  bits  of  word  painting  as 
'Soracte  with  its  depth  of  snow,  the  rivers  fast  set  with  nipping  frost', 
or  'Diana's  billows  of  the  hoarse  Adriatic',  likened  to  our  own  inland  sea, 
Lake  Superior;  and  'wild  honey  in  the  hollow  oak'  was  recognized  as  a 
simple  matter  of  fact."!^ 

Here  then  in  these  primitive  but  lovely  surroundings  the  family 
settled. -0  The  farm  in  those  days  was  far  remote  from  the  town  as  has 
been  shown  in  the  previous  paragraph  in  describing  the  daily  journey  to 
and  from  the  ''Blue  School."  We  know  little  about  the  family  except 
Henry,  who  from  the  first  showed  promise  as  a  scholar,  a  promise  that 
was  richly  fulfilled  as  we  shall  see  later.  The  happiness  in  their  new 
home  was  short-lived,  however,  for  within  three  years  the  father  was 
suddenly  taken.  It  would  appear  that  John  Scadding  had  added  to  his 
property  by  purchasing  land  on  the  west  side  of  the  Don  which  had  been 
patented  by  the  Governor  in  1795  in  the  name  of  his  son  Francis  Gwillim 
Simcoe,  then  a  child  of  four.^'^  The  lad  joined  the  army  at  an  early  age 
and  was  killed  at  the  seige  of  Badajoz,  6th  April  1812.  It  was  while 
clearing  this  property  now  part  of  the  present  St.  James'  Cemetery,  on 
the  1st  March  1824  that  John  Scadding  met  with  the  accident  which  proved 
fatal.  From  the  Upper  Canada  Gazette  of  Thursday,  March  4th,  1824, 
we  quote : 

York,  March  1st  (1824) — This  afternoon  while  Mr.  Scadding  was  returning  to  his 
house,  in  the  vicinity  of  this  town  having  occasion  to  visit  on  his  way  some  workmen 
who  were  felling  trees  on  his  grounds,  he  was  in  the  act  of  giving  some  directions 
when  the  tree  under  which  he  stood,  being  nearly  chopped  through  suddenly  fell  and 
before  he  could  get  out  of  the  way  unfortunately  struck  him,  it  is  said  he  was 
shockingly  bruised  and  in  spite  of  every  effort  to  save  him  expired  in  a  short  time. 
The  deceased  was  one  of  the  very  earliest  settlers  in  York  having  come  over  with 
General  Simcoe.  He  was  highly  and  justly  respected  by  all  who  knew  him  and  has 
left  a  widow  and  three  promising  boys  to  lament  his  fate.22 

In  Dr.  Scadding's  Diary  appears  this  entry: 

March  1st  (1834),  How  vivid  are  early  impressions — how  vivid  in  after  life!  Ten 
years  ago  my  father  died.  I  was  but  a  boy  but  it  so  happened  that  I  was  returning 
from  school  (i.e.  the  Blue  School)  and  when  nearly  out  of  town-3  j  saw  a  wood- 
sleigh  surrounded  by  men  moving  slowly  up  the  street — one  of  the  men  ran  up  and 
told  me  that  my  father  had  been  hurt  by  the  fall  of  a  tree.  I  did  not  speak  but 
hurried  homewards — a  few  steps  on  I  met  Dr.  Widmer  with  his  instruments  under 
his  arm  and  conceived  instinctively  the  dreadful  operation  which  was  about  to  be 
performed.  I  rushed  home  and  told  my  mother  but  when  she  reached  the  town  life 
was  extinct.  Never  shall  I  forget  her  anguish  nor  my  own  feelings  as  she  told  me 
on  her  return  that  I  had  no  father.  He  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  the  Province 
and  nearly  all  York  followed  him  to  his  grave. 

i^Ibid. 

"^^RohertsorCs  Landmarks  of  Toronto,  I,  194. 

2i'*Mon.  June  1st  (1795),  I  went  in  a  boat  to  Francis'  estate.  Castle  Frank.  I  drank 
tea  at  Playter's."    Mrs.  Simcoe,  Diary. 

22There  is  in  St.  James'  Cemetery  adjoining  Dr.  Scadding's  grave  a  stone  recording  in 
classical  Latin  that  "John  Scadding,  an  Englishman  born  in  Devon  (who  was) 
the  second  to  own  and  cultivate  this  piece  of  land  and  the  first  to  own  and 
cultivate  the  adjoining  farm  to  the  east  (in  orient  em  versus),  was  in  his  70th 
year,  not  far  from  here,  by  the  blow  of  a  tree  (arboris  iUapsae  ictus)  deprived 
of  life  in  the  year  of  our  Salvation  1824." 

23The  eastern  boundary  of  the  town  would  then  be  Parliament  St.,  now  Berkeley. 
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His  widow  survived  him  36  years,  residing  for  the  latter  part  of  her 
life  with  her  second  son  Charles.  The  stone  in  the  Scadding  plot  in  St. 
James'  Cemetery  which  records  the  death  of  her  husband  also,  in  the 
exquisite  Latin  of  her  son  Henry,  simply  states  that  ''Melicent,  his 
excellent  wife  ( conjux  ejus  optima)  after  92  years  of  a  pious  and  blessed 
life,  surrounded  by  her  children  and  grandchildren  passed  away  in  peace 
in  the  year  of  our  Salvation  I860".  (She  was  buried  in  the  Bright- 
Scadding  vault,  jointly  owned  by  her  son  Charles  who  had  married  Jane 
Bright). 

NOTES 

1.  John  Scadding  was  born  in  1754  and  died  on  March  1,  1824, 
aged  70.  His  wife  Melicent  Triges,  born  at  Tedburn,  Devon,  in  1768,  died 
February  26,  1860,  aged  92. 

Their  children  were : 

1.  John,  born  5  March,  1807,  died  18  June,  1845,  aged  38.  He  mar- 
ried 8  July,  1830,  Amelia  Playter,  daughter  of  Capt.  John  Playter. 
They  had  no  children. 

2.  Charles,  born  10  Oct.,  1809,  died  19  June,  1892,  aged  83.  He 
married  Jane  Bright,  born  16  Dec,  1814,  died  10  January,  1902, 
aged  87. 

3.  Henry,  born  July  29,  1813,  died  May  6,  1901,  aged  88.  He  married 
12  August,  1841,  Harriet  Baldwin,  daughter  of  John  Spread 
Baldwin,  born  13  February,  1823,  died  26  September,  1843. 

2.  A  portion  of  the  Scadding  Farm  was  sold  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen 
and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  Toronto  in  1856  for  the  purposes  of  an 
Industrial  Farm  and  Gaol.  The  deed,  dated  30  December,  1856,  from 
Rev.  Henry  Scadding,  D.D.,  Trustee  etc.,  transfers  parts  of  Lots  15  and  16, 
containing  119  acres  to  the  City  for  a  consideration  of  ilO,000.  currency 
(i.e.  $40,000.).  It  is  signed  by  Charles  Scadding,  Gentleman  and  eldest 
brother  and  heir-at-law  of  John  Scadding ;  Jane,  wife  of  Charles  Scadding ; 
Melicent,  widow  of  John  Scadding,  Sr.,  and  Amelia,  widow  of  John 
Scadding,  Jr.  The  property  would  be  bounded  by  Broadview  Ave., 
Gerrard  Street,  the  River  Don  and  a  line  south  of  Danforth  Avenue. 

3.  Dr.  Scadding's  account  of  road  conditions  at  this  period  (1822) 
forms  interesting  reading.  It  was  shortly  after  John  Scadding  had 
brought  his  family  from  England  and  had  built  his  house  on  the  east  bank 
of  the  Don  near  the  present  Gerrard  Street.  With  him  had  come  from 
Sherborne  in  Dorset  the  Parsons  and  the  Thornes,  who  had  settled  at 
Thornhill 

To  visit  our  friends  at  Thornhill  in  1821  was  no  slight  undertaking.  If  we  could 
have  tramped  all  the  way  like  the  Indians  the  distance  would  not  have  been  so  very- 
great,  the  stream  at  Thornhill  being  one  of  the  branches  of  the  Don  on  which  we 
lived  near  York.  We  had  to  take  a  very  circuitous  route.  First,  south  to  the  Kingston 
Road,  then  a  turn  to  the  west  till  we  came  to  the  Don  Bridge,  then  we  proceeded 
along  the  road  which  led  to  King  Street  to  Mr.  Small's  house  at  Berkeley  Street,  then 
traversing  the  whole  of  King  Street  considerably  beyond  the  inhabited  part,  at  length 
we  came  to  the  turn  in  the  road  which  was  called  Yonge  Street,  we  then  had  to  toil 
12  miles  north  on  an  allowance  for  road  which  was  still  in  1821  nearly  all  forest.  The 
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track  for  wheels  wound  its  way  in  and  out  among  huge  stems  of  trees,  great 
stumps  and  roots  and  fallen  logs,  up  and  down  hillocks  and  occassionally  over  a 
swale  or  more  than  a  swale  by  the  aid  of  that  primitive  contrivance,  tedious  and 
trying  to  the  bones,  a  corduroy  causeway .24 


11.  JOHN  SCABBING,  JR. 

John  Scadding,  the  eldest  son  of  John  Scadding,  Sr.,  was  a  mere  lad 
of  seventeen,  when  the  tragic  and  sudden  death  of  his  father  threw  upon 
him  the  responsibilities  of  the  head  of  the  family.  He  was  born  5  March 
1807  and  came  to  Canada  with  the  family  in  1821.  We  know  little  about 
him,  save  a  few  gleanings  from  one  or  two  sources.  He  would  undoubt- 
edly attend  the  "Blue  School"  with  his  brothers  Charles  and  Henry,  for 
he  would  be  in  his  fifteenth  year  when  he  arrived  in  York.  It  would  be 
safe  to  assume  too,  that  the  same  industry  and  uprightness  of  character 
that  characterized  the  father  was  inherited  by  the  son  and  that  the 
management  of  the  farm--"'  and  the  support  of  the  widowed  mother  would 
devolve  on  him.  The  intimate  friendship  with  the  Playter  family  was 
resumed  and  on  8  July,  1830,  he  married  Amelia,-^  daughter  of  John 
Playter,  who  had  occupied  the  original  Scadding  house  and  had  looked 
after  Mr.  Scadding's  interests  between  1796  and  1818.  Mr.  Playter's 
eldest  son  Emanuel  was  born  in  this  log  home. 

They  had  no  children.  He  died  suddenly  in  1845  at  an  early  age,  but 
search  in  the  files  of  Upper  Canada  journals  fails  to  disclose  an  obituary. 
In  his  brother's  diary  occur  these  entries: 

"June  18,  1845.  Was  suddenly  informed  in  the  street  that  my  poor 
brother  John  had  just  died  (of  a  seizure).  He  had  been  unwell  for  a  day 
or  two  past  but  not  in  a  way  to  cause  any  apprehension.  He  was  only 
thirty-eight  last  March  5." 

"June  20.  Poor  John's  funeral  took  place  at  the  Cemetery."  (St. 
James'  Cemetery,  where  on  the  north  road  of  the  older  portion  (lot 
N.  109),  land  that  he  had  once  owned,  a  simple  monument  marks  his 
resting  place.) 

His  widow  Amelia  died  on  30  Becember,  1902,  in  her  97th  year.  She 
had  married  Wm.  J.  Coates  who  seems  to  have  been,  in  1836,  the  pro- 
prietor of  a  book  and  printing  office  at  160  King  Street.  In  the  seventies 
he  resided  at  204  Sherbourne  Street,  and  in  the  1884  Birectory  we  find 
Amelia  Coates,  widow  of  William,  at  the  same  address.  For  many  years 
she  resided  on  Amelia  Street,  but  the  notice  in  the  Globe,  31  Becember, 
1902,  reads  "At  204  Sherbourne  Street,  on  the  30  Becember,  1902,  Amelia 
Coates,  widow  of  Wm.  J.  Coates  and  relict  of  the  late  John  Scadding  in 
her  97th  year."  She  was  buried  in  St.  James'  Cemetery  alongside  her  first 

2-^Scadding,  Notes  and  Papers  (Toronto  Public  Library). 

25In  George  Walton,  City  of  Toronto  and  Home  District  Directory  for  1837  (Toronto, 

1837),  "Scadding,  John,  Yeoman,  on  the  Don." 
2«Ameiia  Street  in  Toronto,  part  of  the  purchases  from  the  Simcoes,  was  named  for 

her. 


Jon  of  John  KSo'dcldin^      c.  1&'S7         Wi-fc  of  Cf\^rle6  ScaJJjn^ 
Vortr&it^  in  pos^es^io?\  of  Jliss  J^irizm  X>enne$3  Cooper^  j^evJ^ork, 
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husband.-"^  A  news  paragraph  says  she  was  "the  fourth  child  of  the  late 
John  Playter  and  was  born  on  her  father's  farm  north  of  Danforth 
Avenue  now  the  Village  of  Chester.  (Now,  1944,  the  populous  Danforth 
district).  Her  second  husband  pre-deceased  her  and  is  buried  at  the 
Humber.  (Probably  the  Denison  burying-ground  at  Weston,  for  the 
Denison  and  Coates  families  intermarried.  Mr.  Coates'  eldest  sister  was 
the  wife  of  Charles  Leslie  Denison  of  Brockton,  son  of  George  Taylor 
Denison  of  Bellevue.) 


III.  CHARLES  SCADDING 

The  second  son  of  John  Scadding  and  Melicent  Triores  was  born  in 
Devonshire,  October  10th,  1809,  and  came  to  Canada  with  the  family  in 
1821.  He  undoubtedly  attended  the  Blue  School  with  his  brothers,  but  his 
name  does  not  appear  in  the  Roll  of  Scholars  of  Upper  Canada  College. 
In  Dr.  Henry  Scadding's  Diary  there  is  an  entry  in  1833  which  would 
indicate  that  Charles  either  went  to  England  with  him  or  visited  him  in 
Cambridge  in  that  year.  He  became  a  prominent  business  man  in  Toronto 
and  at  his  death  was  one  of  the  oldest  residents  in  the  City.  For  a  time 
he  was  in  business  in  Newmarket  and  was  Indian  Agent  there.  He  served 
in  the  Militia  during  the  Rebellion  of  1837  and  afterwards  served  on  the 
Grand  Jury  that  condemned  the  rebel  leaders  Lount  and  Mathews  to 
death.  Returning  to  Toronto  he  was  employed  in  the  dry  goods  firm  of 
Moffatt,  Murray  &  Company,  Yonge  Street  near  Front  Street.  He  crossed 
the  ocean  eighteen  times  and  suffered  every  time  from  mal  de  mer.  One 
crossing  was  on  the  Great  Eastern.  In  1846-7  he  lived  at  99  York  Street. 
In  1856  he  is  given  in  the  Directory  as  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Home  District  Savings  Bank  with  offices  at  15  George  Street,  and  Manager 
in  1864.  He  continued  with  that  Bank  until  it  was  merged  with  the 
Merchants  Bank  of  Canada  in  1870.  Mr.  Scadding  was  then  made  Actuary 
of  the  Savings  Department  of  the  latter  until  his  retirement  in  1887.  He 
died  June  19,  1892,  aged  eighty-three. 

Mr.  Scadding  was  a  member  of  the  Oddfellows'  Order  and,  for  a 
time.  Treasurer  and  Secretary.  He  married  in  1834,  January  29th,  Jane 
Briiyht  (1814-1902)  who  survived  him.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Lewis 
Bright  (1747-1842)  and  Margaret  Brady  (1766-1855),  daughter  of  Luke 
Brady,  U.E.L.,  who  settled  in  Cornwall.  The  Bright  family  were  early 
settlers  in  York. 

In  the  Journal  of  the  Reverend  Featherstone  Osier,  Missionary  in 
North  York  and  Simcoe  Counties,  there  is  an  entry:  ''Wednesday 
(January  24,  1838)  Received  a  message  from  Mr.  Scadding  of  New- 
market asking  me  to  bury  his  child."  (Anne  Scadding,  born  1835.  She 
was  two  years  and  eight  months).  His  eldest  son,  Henry  Simcoe  Scad- 
ding,28  (born  November  20,  1836,  died  July  26,  1906),  married  Elizabeth 

27Mr.  Wm.  Playter  says  it  was  her  frequently  expressed  wish  to  be  "buried  beside  my 
dear  John". 

^»Diary,  Nov.  20,  1836,  "My  nephew,  Henry,  born." 
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Winder  Wedd  (sister  of  Wm.  Wedd,  Sr.,  Classical  Master  at  Upper 
Canada  College),  on  May  12,  1860,  at  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity, 
Toronto.  Their  sons,  who  have  added  distinction  to  the  family  name, 
were  Charles,  late  Bishop  of  Oregon,  and  Henry  Crawford,  eminent 
Toronto  physician.  Other  children  were  Walter  Reginald,  of  Toronto, 
Francis  Simcoe  Scadding,  who  died  in  childhood  at  Orillia,  and  John 
Lewis  Severn  Scadding,  of  Lowell,  Massachusetts. 

The  other  sons  of  Charles  Scadding  were  William  (1838-1879)  of 
the  Commercial  Bank,  Edward  Ashenden  (1840-1874)  of  the  British 
America  Insurance  Company,  Charles-'*  (1844-1893),  John  (1847-1881). 

His  daughter  Sophia  (1849-1940),  widow  of  the  late  John  Martin, 
resided  for  many  years  in  Rochester,  N.Y.,  where  her  son-in-law,  the 
Reverend  James  W.  D.  Cooper  (Trinity  '97)  has  a  charge.  She  died 
July  28,  1940,  in  her  91st  year. 

Of  a  later  .e-eneration  Dr.  Crawford  Scadding's  daughter  Beatrice 
married  George  Kirkpatrick,  grandson  of  Colonel  George  Taylor  Denison 
of  Toronto. 

The  sons  of  Walter  R.  Scadding  are  Simcoe  Crawford  Scadding  of 
Montreal,  a  graduate  in  Applied  Science  at  the  University  of  Toronto, 
Assistant  Comptroller  of  the  Bell  Telephone  Co.  of  Canada  and  recently 
Director  of  Statistics  for  the  British  War  Purchasing  Commission  at  New- 
York  and  Washington ;  Raymond  Wedd  Scadding,  of  the  Bell  Telephone 
Co.  at  Ottawa  and  also  in  the  Reserve  of  the  Roval  Canadian  Mounted 
Police,  and  Lieut.  Charles  Scadding  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Artillery. 

John  Lewis  Scadding  is  on  the  staff  of  the  Lowell,  Mass.,  Electric 
Light  Co.  He  has  two  daughters,  Margaret,  now  Mrs.  Hesmith  Thompson 
and  Barbara  Scadding. 


IV.  HENRY  SCADDING 

Henry  Scadding  was  the  youngest  son  of  John  Scadding  and  was 
born  at  Honiton,  Devonshire,  on  the  29th  of  July,  1813.  When  his  parents 
left  for  Canada  in  1818,  Henry  remained  with  the  Simcoes  until  the  age 
of  eight,  arriving  in  York  (Toronto)  late  in  1821. 

He  attended  the  Royal  Grammar  School,  •'^^  more  popularly  known  as 
the  "Blue  School,"  where  he  prosecuted  his  studies  under  the  famous 
Dr.  John  Strachan,  the  Rector  of  York,  and  Rev.  Thos.  Phillips,  D.D. 
From  there  he  entered  Upper  Canada  College  on  its  opening  day,  January 
4th,  1830,  and  was  the  first  scholar  to  be  enrolled.  He  was  also  the  first 

^^Diary,  Oct.  30,  1844,  "Charles  had  another  little  son  yesterday  (Charles)." 

Mar.  22,  1838,  "Had  a  letter  from  Charles  who  is  now  in  Toronto  as  one  of 
the  Grand  Jury  in  the  Rebel  cases." 
^^Diary,  Feb.  4,  1840,  "Eighteen  years  ago  this  day  I  w^ent  to  the  old  Royal  Grammar 

School — an  important  era  in  my  life." 
Feb.  4,  1872,  "It  is  50  years  this  day  since  I  was  taken  to  Dr.  Strachan's 
School." 


Rt.ReU.  Ch'd.rfe^  Jcadc^in  qJ)D, 
1661-  Bs^sRop  of  0fecjonl9O6 
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head  boy  of  that  institution,  a  position  he  retained  until  his  graduation 
in  1833.  He  was  then  appointed  a  King's  Scholar,  an  honour  that  entitled 
him  to  enter  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge,  where  he  graduated  in  1837  • 
(B.A.  1837,  M.A.  1840,  D.D.Cantab.  1852).  While  at  Cambridge  he  was 
influenced  to  some  extent  by  two  great  movements  which  at  that  time 
were  stirring  the  religious  and  the  educational  world,  viz.,  the  Oxford 
Movement  or  the  revival  of  the  ancient  rites,  doctrines  and  authority  of 
the  Church  of  England;  and  that,  sometimes  called  the  Brougham  Move- 
ment in  Education,  which  had  for  its  aims  the  acquisition  of  a  more 
general  knowledge  as  distinguished  from  the  few  specialties  which  were 
then  thought  to  be  sufficient  for  a  young  man's  education. 

He  returned  to  Canada  in  1837  on  the  same  vessel  with  the  Rev. 
Featherstone  Lake  Osier,  who  was  destined  to  be  one  of  the  great  mission- 
ary priests  of  Upper  Canada  as  well  as  the  father  of  four  famous  sons. 
They  arrived  in  Quebec  on  the  28th  of  May  and  on  the  following  Sunday, 
June  4th,  were  ordained  by  Bishop  Mountain,  Mr.  Osier  a  priest  and  Mr. 
Scadding  a  deacon.  Proceeding  at  once  to  Toronto  he  preached  his  first 
sermon  in  St.  James'  Church  on  Sunday  morning  June  25th.  During  the 
next  few  months  he  lived  in  Montreal,  acting  as  tutor  to  the  two  sons  of 
Sir  John  Colborne,  and  in  September,  1838,  was  appointed  Classical 
Master  of  Upper  Canada  College.  On  October  7th,  1838,  he  was  ordained 
priest  in  St.  James'  Church,  Toronto,  by  the  Bishop  of  Quebec  and 
became  Assistant  Minister  at  that  Church.  Shortly  after  the  consecra- 
tion of  Bishop  Strachan  in  1839  he  was  appointed  the  Bishop's  Chaplain. 
On  August  14th,  1841,  he  was  married  by  Bishop  Strachan  to  Harriet, 
the  only  daughter  of  John  Spread  Baldwin  and  sister  of  the  Rev.  Arthur 
Henry  Baldwin,  for  many  years  Rector  of  All  Saints'  Church,  Toronto 
and  the  Rt.  Rev.  Maurice  S.  Baldwin,  third  Bishop  of  Huron.  His  married 
life  was  brief,  a  little  over  two  years.  He  had  one  daughter,  Henrietta, 
who  in  1866  married  Robert  Sullivan,  the  son  of  Judge  R.  B.  Sullivan. 
For  the  next  few  years  he  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  time  to  his 
work  in  Upper  Canada  College,  becoming  Second  Classical  Master  in  1843 
and  First  Classical  Master  in  1844,  holding  that  position  until  his  retire- 
ment in  1862.  and  assisting  at  St.  James'  Church  under  Rev.  Henry 
Grasett  until  March,  1847. 

In  Dr.  Scadding's  Diary  under  date  of  June  17,  1847,  there  appears 
this  important  entry,  *'The  Bishop  informed  me  that  he  intended  to  appoint 
me  Minister  of  the  new  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity  with  Stennett  (3rd 
Classical  Master  at  U.C.C.)  as  Assistant  Minister.  May  strength  sufficient 
be  supplied 

From  the  opening  of  the  Church,  October  27th,  1847,  until  his  resig- 
nation on  October  1st,  1875,  his  work  and  influence  made  an  impression 
on  the  religious  life  of  this  City.  The  Church  immediately  attracted  not 

3iDr.  Scadding,  never  robust,  suffered  through  over-work  and  excessive  study.  In  one 
of  his  Commonplace  Books  now  in  the  Toronto  Public  Library  he  wrote,  "The 
first  time  I  observed  the  defect  in  my  vision  was  in  Church — I  could  not  by  any 
means  discern  the  'Dieu  et  mon  droit'  under  the  King's  arms  as  I  used  distinctly 
to  do  from  our  pew." 
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only  large  numbers  of  the  poorer  classes,  for  whom  it  had  been  specially 
built,  the  sittings  being  free  and  unappropriated,  but  a  great  many. others 
of  the  more  well-to-do  who  found  in  the  services  an  attractiveness  and 
warmth  hitherto  not  associated  with  the  local  Churches.  As  a  result  of 
the  great  fire  of  Easter  Eve  1849  and  the  burning  of  the  Cathedral,  the 
St.  James'  congregation  worshipped  within  its  walls  for  over  four  years, 
practically  squeezing  out  the  infant  congregation  which  Dr.  Scadding 
and  Mr.  Stennett  had  organized. 

With  the  re-opening  of  St.  James'  (19th  June  1853)  and  the  appoint- 
ment at  the  same  time  of  the  Reverend  William  Stewart  Darling  to  Holy 


The  Church  of  The  Holy  Trinity,  Toronto,  1847.  H.  B.  Lane,  Architect. 
Then  described  as  "in  Macaulay's  Field",  now  down-town  Toronto. 


Trinity  as  Assistant  Minister  a  new  era  commenced.  Some  of  the  St. 
James'  members  remained  and  formed  the  backbone  of  the  new  congre- 
gation. A  steady  and  consistent  growth  was  evident  and  although  there 
was  considerable  financial  struggle  the  congregation  managed  to  pay  its 
way.  From  the  first  Dr.  Scadding  and  his  assistant  the  Reverend  Walter 
Stennett  served  without  salary.  After  a  time  a  small  return  came  from 
the  endowment,  which  was  paid  to  the  incumbent  but  at  no  time  was  the 
amount  large.  From  time  to  time  Dr.  Scadding's  health  failed  and  he 
was  forced  to  be  away  from  his  parish,  so  in  1869  Mr.  Darling  was 
appointed  Rector-Assistant  with  right  of  succession.  In  1875  Dr.  Scadding 
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resigned  the  incumbency  and  on  October  1st  handed  over  all  authority  to 
Mr.  Darling.  The  following  Christmas  a  farewell  address  was  presented 
by  the  congregation  together  with  a  very  beautiful  silver  standish  on 
which  was  engraved  in  Latin  the  following  elegant  inscription  by  Dr. 
John  McCaul,  a  noted  Latin  scholar,  President  of  the  University  of 
Toronto  and  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  congregation. 

HENRICO  SCADDING  S.T.P. 
ECCLES.  S.  TRINIT.  APUD.  TORONTO 
PRESBYTERI  OFFICIIS 
QVAE.  PER.  ANNOS.  XXVIII.  SANCTE.  ET.  SAPIENTER.  EXSEQUEBATVR 

lAM.  PERFUNCTO 
HOCCE.  AMORIS.  OBSERVANTIAEQUE.  PIGNVS. 
D.  D.  D. 
LAICI  EIVSDEM  ECCLESIAE 
A.S.N.  MDCCCLXXV 
KAL.  DECEMBER 

Translation:  To  Henry  Scadding,  D.D.,  on  his  concluding  the  priestly 
duties  which  with  piety  and  wisdom  he  performed  for  twenty-eight  years 
at  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity  in  Toronto  this  pledge  of  affection  and 
regard  is  given,  presented  and  dedicated  by  the  laymen  of  the  same 
Church  1st  December  in  the  year  of  our  Salvation  1875. 

In  addition  to  his  scholastic  and  clerical  duties,  Dr.  Scadding  was  a 
writer  of  great  ability.  His  magnum  opiis  in  his  Toronto  of  Old:  Collec- 
tions and  Recollections  illustrative  of  the  Early  Settlement  and  Social 
Life  of  the  Capital  of  Ontario,  published  in  1873  and  comprising  the 
results  of  his  observations  and  research  since  he  arrived  in  York  fifty 
years  previously.  He  also  collaborated  with  John  Charles  Dent  in 
Toronto  Past  and  Present,  the  Memorial  volume  of  Toronto's  **Semi- 
Centennial"  in  1884,  and  in  1891  editing  with  G.  Mercer  Addcm  Toronto, 
Old  and  Neiv,  published  by  The  Mail,  to  mark  the  One  Hundredth  Anni- 
versary of  the  creation  of  Upper  Canada.  Among  other  works  of  great 
value  he  published  in  1876  an  annotated  edition  of  The  First  Gazeteer 
of  Upper  Canada  by  Sir  David  Wm.  Smith  (1799),  The  History  of  the 
Old  French  port  at  Toronto,  The  Story  of  Castle  Frank,  Some  Lapsed 
Names  in  Canadian  Nomenclature  and  many  others  bearing  on  the  history 
of  Toronto.  Innumerable  pamphlets  covering  a  wide  range  of  subjects 
emanated  from  his  pen,  all  of  great  value  to-day.  His  collaborator  in 
1884,  J.  C.  Dent,  said  of  him,  'The  value  of  Dr.  Scadding's  investigations 
is  beyond  all  question,  and  will  always  be  appreciated  highly  by  authors 
and  archaeologists  who  in  the  future  travel  over  the  same  ground."  In 
the  succeeding  fifty  years,  it  is  safe  to  say,  no  one  has  ever  attempted 
to  write  or  relate  Toronto's  history  without  referring  to  Dr.  Scadding's 
works  on  the  subject. 

He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Royal  Canadian  Institute  and  of 
the  York  Pioneers,  holding  the  position  of  President  in  both  organizations. 
In  1867  he  was  made  a  D.D.  of  Oxford  (Comitatis  Causa)  and  in  1875 
Canon  of  St.  James'  Cathedral  by  Bishop  Bethune. 

On  the  south  wall  of  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity  opposite  the 
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Founder's  Memorial  there  was  placed  in  1902  a  handsome  brass  tablet, 
framed  in  carved  oak,  to  his  memory.  It  was  unveiled  at  the  Fifty-fifth 
Anniversary  on  the  27th  October,  and  bears  the  following  inscription: 

To  the  Glory  of  God 
and  in  memory  of 
REV.  HENRY  SCADDING,  D.D. 
Cantab,  et  Oxon. 
Born  July  29th,  1813:  Died  May  6th,  1901 
Canon  of  St.  James'  Cathedral 
and  first  Incumbent  of  this 
Church  of 
THE  HOLY  TRINITY 
Beloved  and  esteemed  by  all  for  his 
faithful    ministry,    rare  scholarship 
and  kindly  Christian  character 
This   Tablet  is   erected   by  the 
Congregation  and  many  other  friends 
A.D.  1902 

Audemus  et  bonam  voluntatem  habemiis  magis  peregrinari  a  corpore,  et  praesentes 
esse  ad  Dominum.  II  Corinth.  V.8. 


The  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  Toronto,  as  it  appeared  in  1849. 


